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Whereas in September 2013, on the side-
lines of the United Nations General Assem-
bly, the United States launched a coordi-
nated multilateral effort encouraging coun-
tries to stand with civil society and push
back against growing restrictions on CSOs;

Whereas the TUnited Nations Special
Rapporteur on the Rights to Freedom of
Peaceful Assembly and of Association stands
on the front lines of civil society protection,
documenting extensive global threats to
civil society and strengthening international
norms; and

Whereas the United States remains com-
mitted to its stand with civil society by de-
veloping new mechanisms to combat restric-
tions on civil society and bolster civil soci-
ety’s efforts to support democracy around
the world: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of the
International Day of Democracy;

(2) recognizes the importance of civil soci-
ety to the healthy development of nations;

(3) celebrates the invaluable contributions
civil society has made to the creation,
strength, and preservation of vibrant democ-
racies and democratic institutions;

(4) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to the protection, advance-
ment, health, and sustainability of democ-
racy throughout the world;

(5) condemns the use of restrictions, coer-
cion, threats, or force to impede the activi-
ties of civil society organizations;

(6) recognizes the important multilateral
work of the Community of Democracies, the
“Lifeline: Embattled Civil Society Organiza-
tions Fund”, the Open Government Partner-
ship, and the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the Rights to Freedom of
Peaceful Assembly and of Association to pro-
tect global civil society;

(7) recognizes the important role diplo-
macy plays in defending global civil society
and creating new openings for civic space;

(8) emphasizes the value of programs of the
United States Government in protecting
civil society and defending civic space, in-
cluding the work by the Senior Advisor for
Civil Society and Emerging Democracies and
the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights,
and Labor of the United States Department
of State, and the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID);

(9) calls on private sector partners and
other governments to develop new tools and
leverage existing technologies to support the
efforts of civil society; and

(10) encourages the people of the United
States and the world to observe the Inter-
national Day of Democracy, September 15,
2014, with appropriate programs and activi-
ties.

———

HONORING THE LIFE, ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS, AND LEGACY OF
LOUIS ZAMPERINI

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 531 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 531) honoring the life,
accomplishments, and legacy of Louis
Zamperini and expressing condolences on his
passing.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
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Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Fein-
stein amendment which is at the desk
be agreed to; the resolution, as amend-
ed, be agreed to; the preamble be
agreed to; and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3971) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the resolving clause)

The resolving clause is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking *‘; and’ and
inserting a period; and

(3) by striking paragraph (3).

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. REs. 531

Whereas Louis Silvie ‘“‘Lou’ Zamperini was
born on January 26, 1917, to Anthony and
Louise Zamperini, in Olean, New York;

Whereas Louis Zamperini represented the
United States in the 1936 Olympics in Berlin
as a distance runner;

Whereas Louis Zamperini graduated from
the University of Southern California in 1940
and enlisted in the United States Army Air
Corps in 1941, earning the rank of lieutenant;

Whereas in May 1943, Louis Zamperini’s B—
24 bomber malfunctioned and crashed during
a search-and-rescue mission over the Pacific
Ocean, leaving him and 2 other individuals
stranded;

Whereas Louis Zamperini survived for 47
days adrift in a life raft with Second Lieu-
tenant Russell Phillips before being captured
by Japanese forces and placed in a prisoner
of war camp;

Whereas for more than 2 years, during his
imprisonment, Louis Zamperini endured bru-
tal treatment and forced labor with courage
and resilience;

Whereas upon the conclusion of World War
II, Louis Zamperini was released from the
prisoner of war camp in September 1945;

Whereas Louis Zamperini was promoted to
captain and awarded multiple distinguishing
military honors, including the Purple Heart,
the Distinguished Flying Cross, and the Pris-
oner of War Medal;

Whereas Louis Zamperini was given the
honor of carrying the Olympic flame in 1984,
1996, and 1998;

Whereas in the years after World War II,
Louis Zamperini traveled as an inspirational
public speaker, using his experiences to in-
spire a message of forgiveness;

Whereas the airport in Torrance, Cali-
fornia, was named ‘‘Zamperini Field” in
honor of Louis Zamperini; and

Whereas Louis Zamperini leaves a legacy
as a national hero and an inspiration to fu-
ture generations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the life, accomplishments, and
legacy of Louis Zamperini; and

(2) extends heartfelt sympathies and con-
dolences to the family of Louis Zamperini.

531), as

———

NATIONAL PHENYLKETONURIA
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
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further consideration of and the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 585.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 585) designating De-

cember 3, 2014, as ‘‘National Phenyl-
ketonuria Awareness Day.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of November 20,
2014, under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

585) was

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA DAY

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 593, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 593) designating De-

cember 13, 2014, as ‘“Wreaths Across America
Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join with my colleague Sen-
ator KING in submitting S. Res. 593 to
designate December 13, 2014, as
Wreaths Across America Day. Since its
inception 23 years ago, the Wreaths
Across America project has become an
annual tradition of donating, trans-
porting, and placing Maine balsam fir
remembrance wreaths on the graves of
our fallen heroes buried at Arlington
National Cemetery, as well as at vet-
erans’ cemeteries and memorials in
every State and overseas. In the pro-
gram’s first 23 years, more than 1.7
million wreaths have been placed in
honor of those who have served our
country.

On this December 13, thousands of
volunteers across the river in Arling-
ton, throughout our nation, at such
overseas locations as Normandy, and
on our Navy ships at sea, will carry out
the mission of Wreaths Across America
to ‘““Remember, Honor, Teach.” This
will be the culmination of a week-long
procession between Maine and Vir-
ginia, with stops along the way to
spread a message about the importance
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August 28, 2015 Congressional Record
Correction To Page S6307
On page S6307, December 3, 2014, in the second column, under the heading of S. Res. 531, the following language appears: Resolved, That the Senate_ (1) honors the life, accomplishments, and legacy of Louis Zamperini; (2) extends heartfelt sympathies and condolences to the family of Louis Zamperini; and (3) requests the President to identify an appropriate and lasting program of the United States Government to honor the legacy of Louis Zamperini.
       

The online Record has been corrected to read: Resolved, That the Senate_ (1) honors the life, accomplishments, and legacy of Louis Zamperini; and (2) extends heartfelt sympathies and condolences to the family of Louis Zamperini.
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